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WASHINGTON, DC- Congressman Bobby Bright voted today in
support of H.R. 1105, the FY 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act.  In addition
to funding the government for fiscal year 2009, it contains important projects for
Alabama and the Second District.  The bill appropriates funds for
Agriculture; Commerce, Justice and Science; Energy and Water Development;
Financial Services; Interior and the Environment; Labor, Health and Education;
Legislative Branch; State and Foreign Operations; Transportation, Housing and
Urban Development.



"This is a responsible bill that allows our government to
function as it should," Bright said.  "This bill does increase our
deficit and continues progress on efforts to make the appropriations process
more open and transparent.  It also contains money for important projects
in Alabama, including funding for law enforcement and rural development. 
The Alabama delegation worked together in the last Congress to secure these
funds, and I look forward to working with them to make vital investments in our
state's future."



 




Below is a partial list of the projects for Alabama's Second
Congressional District:





 



·        
$18,600,000 to the Army Corps of
Engineers for Alabama River Lakes. 



·        
$713,000  to the Army Corps of
Engineers for I.M. Woodruff Lock and Dam and Woodruff Bridge at Lake Seminole,
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which spans across Alabama, Florida, and Georgia.



·        
$570,000 for a Highway 55 Hurricane
Evacuation Corridor Study.



·        
$500,000 to the Alabama Department of
Public Safety for law enforcement.



·        
$500,000 to the city of Montgomery and
Montgomery County for law enforcement equipment and technology upgrades.



·        
$475,000 to the Montgomery Regional
Airport for runway rehabilitation.



·        
$400,000 to the city of Prattville for
law enforcement equipment and technology.



·        
$375,000 for the Alabama Department of
Corrections for electronic training and security tools.



·        
$350,000 for the Computer Forensic
Institute and Lab at Troy University.



·        
$350,000 for the Alabama Criminal Justice
Information Center for law enforcement data gathering and dissemination.



·        
$300,000 to the city of Dothan for law
enforcement equipment and technology upgrades



·        
$300,000 for upgrades to the water
treatment facility in Butler County.



·        
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$238,000 for Troy University's Virtual
University for the Armed Forces.



·        
$100,000 for police equipment for the
city of Luverne.



·        
$100,000 for Youth Mentoring Programs and
Juvenile Justice Programs at the Union Springs YMCA.



·        
$75,000 for public safety in the town of
Brantley.





 





Additionally, H.R. 1105 eliminated next year's automatic pay
raise for Members of Congress.  The first bill that Congressman Bright
co-sponsored was H.R. 156, which sought to eliminate the annual pay increase.





 




"It is absolutely unconscionable that Members of Congress
would receive a $4,700 raise at a time when Americans are losing jobs and
suffering in a recession," Bright said.  "I would like to thank
leadership and the Rules Committee for listening to the concerns of many in
Congress and preventing our automatic salary increase.  It is one small -
but important - step towards restoring the American people's confidence in its
government."
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In addition to Alabama-specific projects, H.R. 1105 contains
funding for important programs administered by the federal government.  A
partial list is below:





 




LAW ENFORCEMENT


·        
State and Local Law Enforcement and Crime
Prevention Grants:  $3.2 billion important law enforcement programs
such as Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS), the Office on Violence
against Women, and Justice Programs.



·        
Drug Enforcement Administration: 
$1.9 billion to fight illegal drug use.



·        
Cracking Down on Child Exploitation and
Sexual Predators:  $137 million to locate missing children and to
track down 100,000 sexual predators.





 




EDUCATION


·        
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA)
grants:  $11.5 billion for special education costs by the federal
government.



·        
Pell Grants:  $17.3 billion, or a
$119 per scholarship increase, to help students afford college.



·        
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Title I Grants:  $15 billion to help
low income students improve academic achievement.



·        
After School Programs:  $1.1 billion
to help parents that work afford after school care for their children.





 




RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRICULTURE


·        
USDA Rural Development Programs: 
$2.7 billion for rural housing, water projects, community facilities, and
economic development efforts.



·        
Animal and Plant Health:  $881
million to protect American agriculture against animal and plant diseases.



·        
Agricultural Research:  $2.3 billion
for agricultural research.



·        
Rural Air Service:  $131 million for
small communities to attract and continue commercial air service.





 




ENERGY


·        
Department of Energy:  $27 billion
to invest in renewable energy and conservation that will help reduce America's
dependence on foreign oil.  This includes investments in biofuels, solar
energy, water power, and energy efficient buildings.
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HEALTHCARE/SOCIAL SECURITY


·        
Rural Health:  $289 million to
provide healthcare services for residents in rural communities.



·        
Community Health Centers:  $2.2
billion to provide funding for hospitals which provide services to low-income
Americans. 


·        
Childhood Immunizations:  $496
million to provide an extra 15,000 children with vaccinations against disease.



·        
Social Security Administration: 
$10.5 billion to help expedite the number of backlogged Social Security
disability claims.




 




INFRASTRUCTURE/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT


·        
Highway Infrastructure:  $40.7
billion to improve and repair America's highway infrastructure.



·        
Airport Modernization, Safety and Efficiency
Grants:  $3.5 billion to improve service and efficiency at our
nation's airports.



·        
Army Corps of Engineers:  $5.4
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billion to improve America's water infrastructure and increase funding for
flood mitigation.



·        
Community Development Block Grants:  $3.9
billion to fund economic development projects in communities across the
country.



·        
Small Business Assistance:  $138
million to assist small businesses through management assistance and
microloans.





 




"H.R. 1105 continues to make important investments in our
country's future without using deficit spending," Bright said.  "Even
though we are going through tough economic times, we must continue to invest in
the areas that have helped make America the great country that is."



 


-###-
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